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Full Itineraries 

 

Galapagos Navigable Tour 

Merak Sailboat 

 

Introduction 

 

Merak is the only Galapagos boat that can operate as a sailboat, although it is not necessary as it 

also has a motor for navigation. It is recently renovated and small in size, making it ideal for family 

or friends trips, enjoying the privacy and personalization that only Merak can offer, and especially 

at a low cost. The accommodation is in 4 double cabins and 2 shared bathrooms, it also has a dining 

room and a solarium to enjoy the sun while contemplating the beautiful landscapes of the Galapagos 

Islands. 
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ITINERARY A 

 

4 DAYS/3 NIGHTS 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 1 

P.M. SANTA CRUZ HIGHLANDS 

You arrive by bus from Puerto Ayora, the higher part of Santa Cruz is a deep green, a nice contrast with most of the 

dry islands in the lower part. The dominant vegetation in the highlands includes trees of Scalesia, creating an 

exuberant green color. Walking through the lava tubes, under Earth, with more than half a mile of extension, 

represents a unique experience. 

 

Day 2 
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A.M. PUERTO EGAS (SANTIAGO ISLAND) 

Also known as James Bay, Puerto Egas is home to the curious Galapagos’ hawks. Following the path you  can get a 

coast with magnificent natural pools and grottoes full of wildlife. Here the sea lions and lions sailors bathe with the 

sun. This is also a great site for diving. 

P.M. ESPUMILLA BEACH (SANTIAGO ISLAND) 

Espumilla Beach is a popular place for marine iguanas and lava crabs. Crabs attract hunting herons, by performing 

the dance of predators and prey. The site has an abundant marine life, such as octopus, brunettes and sharks, diving 

is highly recommended. 

P.M. BUCANERO GREEK (SANTIAGO ISLAND) 

Bucanero is the site that probes the Santiago Island was once a refuge for British buccaneers.  These pirates were 

anchored in the protected bay to make repairs to the boats and stock up on Turtle meat among other things. On the 

cliffs, there are hundreds of birds that perch in front of the beach of dark red sand. 

 

Day 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.M. SULLIVAN BAY (SANTIAGO ISLAND) 

It is located southeast of Santiago Island, it is covered by lava flows pahoehoe which was active in the last 25 years 

of the 19th century. The lava in Sullivan was formed in 1897. This flow is geologically very young. The magma’s form is 

flat, but the underground lava movement made it corrugated, rapid cooling and other eruptions led to rupture in 

many places of lava. Here have formed vegetation islands surrounded by more recent lava tides, there are tuba-

shaped formations, which are small volcanoes, similar to little ovens. 
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P.M. BARTOLOME ISLAND 

The main attraction is the geological interpretation that can be given to this site, here is the famous Pinnacle, the 

top of the hill from which the landscape is observed. It’s located at an altitude of 115 m.a.s.l. To the east of the 

summit are splashes of cones that are parasites because they did not form from the main explosion.  

The tuff cones are to the west and their remains eroded. The tower or Pinnacle is part of a tuff cone. There are 

beaches that are visitor areas and are connected by a road. 

 

Day 4 

 

 

 

 

 

A.M. LAS BACHAS BEACH 

It is located in the north of the Santa Cruz Island, there are two beaches with an approximate length of 1 km. Name 

comes from World War II, when the United States Army left two barges on this beach ("barches" in English), people 

started using this name for what was initially called Las Bachas beach. The predominant vegetation is the coastal 

zone with mangroves. It is one of the main nesting sites of Sea turtles (Cheloniamydas) on Santa Cruz Island. It is a 

good place to see flamingos, besides aquatic and migratory birds.  
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ITINERARY A 

5 DAYS / 4 NIGHTS 

Day 1 

 

 

 

 

 

A.M. BALTRA 

Reception at Baltra Airport by our naturalist guide. Transfer to the South Seymour’s pier, where the MERAK boat is 

located. After lunch on board, you have an explanation of rules and procedures established to the visitors on the 

boat and for visiting the sites in the Galapagos National Park. 

P.M. NORTH SEYMOUR ISLAND 

Sea lions, blue-footed boobies and magnificent frigate birds are abundant on North Seymour Island. The island was 

formed by a series of underwater lavas containing sediment layers, the same as raised by tectonic activity. The 

island is defined by arid vegetation. 

 

Day 2 
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A.M. SOUTH PLAZA ISLAND 

This small island with cliffs was formed by the rise of lava, now it is covered by Opuntia cactus. It also host to one of 

the largest colonies of sea lions, as well as colorful yellow and red land iguanas. The most characteristic plant is 

Sesuvium. During the rainy season it is greenish to a tone yellowish and in the dry season (late June to January) a 

bright red color. 

P.M. SANTA FE ISLAND 

The visiting site is a small picturesque bay, where it can be anchored, located on the northeast coast of the island. 

The bay has two paths, one path leads to a viewpoint on top of a cliff, and the other path crosses a small beach until 

you reach a tall forest of palo santo. 

 

Day 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.M. LEON DORMIDO (SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND) 

This striking rock formation is located in front of the western coast of San Cristobal. The rocks stand out of water, 

vertically hundreds of feet above the ocean, and they are divided by a small channel. Even though there are no 

landing areas, kayaking, snorkeling and diving allow visitors to enjoy a variety of marine life.  

P.M. LOBOS ISLAND (SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND) 

The name of this island is the appropriate name for a colony of loud, cheerful sea lions that  welcome visitors by 

moving their fins while diving and swimming. This island also offers great 

Snorkeling and diving opportunities, as well as the opportunity to see blue footed boobies.  
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Day 4 

 

 

 

 

 

ESPAÑOLA ISLAND 

Española Island is located at the southeast end of the archipelago. Relatively flat with small hills, a group of 

geologists found signs of volcanic activity in the 1980s. Vegetation on the island includes many spiny plants and 

native and endemic animals such as albatrosses, marine iguanas and lizards of lava. 

A.M. OSBORN ISLAND 

The name of the island, as well as many small islands located throughout the archipelago refers to names of 

Englishmen who visited the islands or were part of the groups of buccaneers and filibusters. 

A.M. GARDNER BAY 

The Bay is located on the north Coast of Española Island. We can walk along two wide beaches with a total length of 

1300 meters. There is a colony of sea lions (Zalophuswollebaeki), which inhabit the beach. The turtle population of 

this island was reduced by human predation. After starting the breeding program in captivity with the Charles 

Darwin Research Station, in 1991 the first turtles were repatriated. The Turtles are concentrated near Manzanillo 

Bay, in the higher part of the island, site with restrictions for tourism. Resident and migratory birds are observed. 

This is an important nesting area for sea turtles (Cheloniamydas). 

P.M. GARDNER ISLET 

Located in the cove of Gardner Bay on the Española Island, this site is one of the most fascinating for divi ng and 

taking a zodiac tour around the island to observe the flora and fauna. 

P.M. PUNTA SUAREZ 

This area is ideal for observing blue-footed boobies, masked boobies and albatrosses. A beautiful place facing the 

sea, the great albatross of Galapagos use the cliff as a launching pad. The famous attraction is the hollow blower, 

which spurts water into the air. This site presents opportunities for wonderful photography.  
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Day 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.M. CHARLES DARWIN SCIENTIFIC STATION (SANTA CRUZ ISLAND) 

The visit begins at the information center of the Galapagos National Park, the path continues to the Van Stralen 

interpretation center, we continue to the breeding center and from there begins an elevated path of wood, we can 

see turtles of Española island, the trail ends in the turtle exhibition pens for looking at them, which accustomed to 

the visit of humans; the Galapagos breeding program is carried out by the PNG staff with the collaboration of 

scientists from the Charles Darwin Research Station CDRS. After the devastating predation that wild dogs have 

caused land iguanas populations, in Santa Cruz and Isabela, in 1976, the station and the PNG initiated a program of 

breeding these reptiles. 

The main function of the CoR is to promote scientific research in the islands and associated logistics. The station is 

directly dependent on the Darwin Foundation, an international non-profit organization. 

P.M. SANTA CRUZ HIGHLANDS 

You arrive by bus from Puerto Ayora, the higher part of Santa Cruz is a deep green, a nice contrast with most of th e 

dry islands in the lower part. The dominant vegetation in the highlands includes trees of Scalesia, creating an 

exuberant green color. Walking through the lava tubes, under Earth, with more than half a mile of extension, 

represents a unique experience. 
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ITINERARY A 

8 DAYS / 7 NIGHTS 

Day 1 

 

 

 

 

 

A.M. BALTRA 

Reception at Baltra Airport by our naturalist guide and transfer to the South Seymour’s pier, where the MERAK boat 

is located. After lunch on board, you have an explanation of rules and procedures established to the vis itors on the 

boat and for visiting the sites in the Galapagos National Park.  

P.M. NORTH SEYMOUR ISLAND 

Sea lions, blue-footed boobies and magnificent frigate birds are abundant on North Seymour Island. The island was 

formed by a series of underwater lavas containing sediment layers, the same as raised by tectonic activity. The 

island is defined by arid vegetation. 

 

Day 2 
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A.M. SOUTH PLAZA ISLAND 

This small island with cliffs was formed by the rise of lava, now it is covered by Opuntia cactus. It also host to  one of 

the largest colonies of sea lions, as well as colorful yellow and red land iguanas. The most characteristic plant is 

Sesuvium. During the rainy season it is greenish to a tone yellowish and in the dry season (late June to January) a 

bright red color. 

P.M. SANTA FE ISLAND 

The visiting site is a small picturesque bay, where it can be anchored, located on the northeast coast of the island. 

The bay has two paths, one path leads to a viewpoint on top of a cliff, and the other path crosses a small beach u ntil 

you reach a tall forest of palo santo. 

 

Day 3 

 

 

 

 

 

A.M. LEON DORMIDO (SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND) 

This striking rock formation is located in front of the western coast of San Cristobal. The rocks stand out of water, 

vertically hundreds of feet above the ocean, and they are divided by a small channel. Even though there are no 

landing areas, kayaking, snorkeling and diving allow visitors to enjoy a variety of marine life.  

P.M. LOBOS ISLAND (SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND) 

The name of this island is the appropriate name for a colony of loud, cheerful sea lions that  welcome visitors by 

moving their fins while diving and swimming. This island also offers great Snorkeling and diving opportunities, as well 

as the opportunity to see blue footed boobies. 
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Day 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ESPAÑOLA ISLAND 

Española Island is located at the southeast end of the archipelago. Relatively flat with small h ills, a group of 

geologists found signs of volcanic activity in the 1980s. Vegetation on the island includes many spiny plants and 

native and endemic animals such as albatrosses, marine iguanas and lizards of lava.  

A.M. OSBORN ISLAND 

The name of the island, as well as many small islands located throughout the archipelago refers to names of 

Englishmen who visited the islands or were part of the groups of buccaneers and filibusters.  

A.M. GARDNER BAY 

The Bay is located on the north coast of Española island. We can walk along two wide beaches with a total length of 

1300 meters. There is a colony of sea lions (Zalophuswollebaeki), which inhabit the beach. The turtle population of 

this island was reduced by human predation. After starting the breeding program in captivity with the Charles 

Darwin Research Station, in 1991 the first turtles were repatriated. The Turtles are concentrated near Manzanillo 

Bay, in the higher part of the island, site with restrictions for tourism. Resident and migratory birds are observed . 

This is an important nesting area for sea turtles (Cheloniamydas). 

P.M. GARDNER ISLET 

Located in the cove of Gardner Bay on the Española Island, this site is one of the most fascinating for diving and take 

a zodiac tour around the island to observe the flora and fauna. 
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P.M. PUNTA SUAREZ 

This area is ideal for observing blue-footed boobies, masked boobies and albatrosses. A beautiful place facing the 

sea, the great albatross of Galapagos use the cliff as a launching pad. The famous attraction is the hollow blower, 

which spurts water into the air. This site presents opportunities for wonderful photography.  

 

Day 5 

 

 

 

 

 

A.M. CHARLES DARWIN SCIENTIFIC STATION (SANTA CRUZ ISLAND) 

The visit begins at the information center of the Galapagos National Park, the path continues to the Van Stralen 

interpretation center, we continue to the breeding center and from there begins an elevated path of wood, we can 

see turtles of Española island, the trail ends in the turtle exhibition pens for looking at them, which accustomed to 

the visit of humans; the Galapagos breeding program is carried out by the PNG staff with the collaboration of 

scientists from the Charles Darwin Research Station CDRS. After the devastating predation that wild dogs have 

caused land iguanas populations, in Santa Cruz and Isabela, in 1976, the station and the PNG initiated a program of 

breeding these reptiles. 

The main function of the CoR is to promote scientific research in the islands and associated logistics. The station is 

directly dependent on the Darwin Foundation, an international non-profit organization. 

P.M. SANTA CRUZ HIGHLANDS 

You arrive by bus from Puerto Ayora, the higher part of Santa Cruz is a deep green, a nice contrast with most of the 

dry islands in the lower part. The dominant vegetation in the highlands includes trees of Scalesia, creating an 

exuberant green color. Walking through the lava tubes, under Earth, with more than half a mile of extension, 

represents a unique experience. 
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Day 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.M. PUERTO EGAS (SANTIAGO ISLAND) 

Also known as James Bay, Puerto Egas is home to the curious Galapagos’ hawks. Following the path you can get a 

coast with magnificent natural pools and grottoes full of wildlife. Here the sea lions and lions sailors bathe with the 

sun. This is also a great site for diving. 

P.M. ESPUMILLA BEACH (SANTIAGO ISLAND) 

Espumilla Beach is a popular place for marine iguanas and lava crabs. Crabs attract hunting herons, by performing 

the dance of predators and prey. The site has an abundant life Marine, such as octopus, brunettes and sharks, diving 

is highly recommended. 

P.M. BUCANERO GREEK (SANTIAGO ISLAND) 

Bucanero is the site that probes the Santiago Island was once a refuge for British buccaneers. These pirates were 

anchored in the protected bay to make repairs to the boats and stock up on Turtle meat among other things.  On the 

cliffs, there are hundreds of birds that perch in front of the beach of dark red sand. 

 

Day 7 
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A.M. SULLIVAN BAY (SANTIAGO ISLAND) 

It is located southeast of Santiago Island, it is covered by lava flows pahoehoe which was active in the last 25 years  

of the 19th century. The lava in Sullivan was formed in 1897. This flow is geologically very young. The magma’s form is 

flat, but the underground lava movement made it corrugated, rapid cooling and other eruptions led to rupture in 

many places of lava. Here have formed vegetation islands surrounded by more recent lava tides, there are tuba-

shaped formations, which are small volcanoes, similar to little ovens. 

P.M. BARTOLOME ISLAND 

The main attraction is the geological interpretation that can be given to th is site, here is the famous Pinnacle, the 

top of the hill from which the landscape is observed. It’s located at an altitude of 115 m.a.s.l. To the east of the 

summit are splashes of cones that are parasites because they did not form from the main explosion. 

The tuff cones are to the west and their remains eroded. The tower or Pinnacle is part of a tuff cone. There are 

beaches that are visitor areas and are connected by a road. 

 

Day 8 

 

 

 

 

 

A.M. LAS BACHAS BEACH 

It is located in the north of the Santa Cruz Island, there are two beaches with an approximate length of 1 km. Name 

comes from World War II, when the United States Army left two barges on this beach ("barches" in English), people 

started using this name for what was initially called Las Bachas beach. The predominant vegetation is the coastal 

zone with mangroves. It is one of the main nesting sites of Sea turtles (Cheloniamydas) on Santa Cruz Island. It is a 

good place to see flamingos, besides aquatic and migratory birds.  
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